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REMARKS 

This paper is being filed in response to the Office Communication dated April 9, 
2002. Applicants request a three-month extension of time and enclose the fee required under 37 
C.F.R. § 1 . 1 7(a)(3). Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the above-identified 
application in light of the amendments and remarks presented herein. 

Claims 1-50 are pending. Claims 32-46 and 50 have been cancelled. 

The Examiner has stated that the claims of the present application contains distinct 
inventions, which he has divided into the following six groups: 

Group I: Claims 1-31 and 47-49, drawn to a cis-acting nucleotide sequence; 

Group II: Claims 32-33 and 50 drawn to a method of producing a recombinant enzyme, 
hormone, cytokine, structural protein, or industrially or agriculturally applicable protein (an election 
of one of an enzyme, hormone, cytokine, etc., is further required if Group II is selected); 

Group EI: Claims 34-35, 37-38 and 43-45, drawn to a method of regulating gene expression 
at the mRNA splicing level; 
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Group IV: Claims 34, 36, and 43-45, drawn to a method of regulating gene expression at the 
mRNA splicing level (differs from Group EH in step (a) due to the use of a trans-dominant negative 
mutant of PKRa6); 

Group V: Claims 34, 36, and 43-45, drawn to a method of regulating gene expression at the 
mRNA splicing level (differ from Groups HI and IV in step (a) due to the use of a vector expressing 
viral proteins); and 

Group VI: Claims 43, 44 and 46, drawn to an ex vivo method of providing a therapeutic 
protein to a mammal. , 

The Examiner contends that Applicants must elect one group to be examined in the 
present application. In response, Applicants elect to pursue the claims of Group I (claims 1-31 and 
47-49) without traverse and without prejudice to pursuing the cancelled claims of Groups II- VI in 
one or more divisional applications. 
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Applicants have enclosed the fee for a three-month extension of time as required 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(a)(3). Applicants do not believe that any additional fee is required for this 
filing. Nevertheless, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees required for this 
submission not otherwise enclosed herewith to Deposit Account No. 02-4377. Two copies of 
this page are enclosed. 
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